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Jidnionton, Decem'ber 8th, 1926 . 


The Honourable J. E. Brownlee, 

Prer.ier and Chairman of the iizecutive Council, 
Province of Alberta, 

H'3; .0.. T U.N , Alberta. 


3 ir , 


I have the honour to present herewith the 
Report of the commission appointed by Order-in-Counc11, 
dated February 20th, 1926, to enquire into, report on and 
make recomnendations in regard to matiers affecting the 
welfare of that part of the Province of Alberta generally 
known as the Tilley East Area. 


T our's 


faithfully, 



university library ' 

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


0 ,C. 2 ie /26 . 






C4 t 
A!' 


pprpved and Ordered, 

(SIGKSD) X. Egbert, 

LIEUTENANT GOVSHNOH. 


Ednonton, Saturday, February 20tb, 1926. 


O 


o 


Upon the reconmendati0n of the Honourable the Attorney 
General, dated February let, 1926, the Executive Council advises 
that, pursuant to The Public Inquiries Act, being Chapter 26 of 
the Revised Statutes of Alberta, 1922, it be and is hereby deened 
expedient and in the public interest to cause enquiry to be .~ade 
into all the conditions presently prevailing In the following 
district, nanely: that part of the Province of Alberta lying to 
the South of the Red Deer River, to the East of the line between 
Range 10 and Range 11, Nest of the fourth P.X., to the Nest of the 
Easterly boundary of the Province and to the North of the South 
Saskatchewan Elver; and, without limiting the generality of the 
foregoing, co enquire into the population now residing therein, 
and the lands occupied by such residents In the said District; 
the value of such land and the amounts of mortgages and other 
charges against the same; the lands in the said District owned 
by private persons, and the amount of the mortgages and charges 
against any such land; the financial standing of all municipalities 
villages and school districts within the said District; the nature 
of the land in the said District, and the use to v.hlch the same may 
he r.ost profitably put; and tlie measures necessary to bring :he sal 
land into such profitable use: 

The Executive Council further adviios upon the re- 
cemr. ndhtlon of the Honourable the Attorney General, that the said 
matters be and are hereby deemed to be matters within the jurls- 
i'.lctlon of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta, 
and to be connected with the good government of the said Province 
r. r.d the conduct of the public business thereof, and f\.;rthGr thar 




2 


the said matters he and are hereby declared to be matters of 
put lie concern. 

The Executive Council further advises, upon the re¬ 
commendation of the Eonourable the Attorney General, that ShVIARD 
J0H!I FHSAi:, of the City of Ednonton, VICTOR ICEEK , of the City of 
Ottavra, JONATHAN V/ARD r.ARTIR, of the City of Calgary, and 
2ACHARIAH I'cILlTOTLE, of the City of Ednonton, be and they are 
tiereby appointed COlilllSS lONSRS to make the aforesaid Inquiry 
and to report thereon to the Lieutenant Governor in Cpuncil; the 
said Ed'.vard John Frean to be Chairman of such Commissioners. 

The Executive Council further advises, upon the 
recommendation of the Honourable the Attorney General, that 
there be and is hereby conferred upon the said Commissioners in 
and by the Commission, the power of summoning witnesses before 
them and of requiring such witnesses to give evidence on oath, 
orally or in writing, or on solemn affirmation (if they are 
persons entitled to affirm in civil matters) , and to produce 
such documents and things as the said Commissioners may deem 
requisite to the full investigation of the matters into which 
they are appointed to inquire. 

(SIGNED) J. E. Brownlee, 

CHA ir?:an. 


CD 


"^5^^ o 

To the Honoura'ble J.3, Brownlee, 

Free ler and Chairman of the Executive Council, 

Province of Alherta, 

Fjh:OHTOK, Alherta. 

The Commission appointed hy Order-in-Counc11 , 
dated February 20, 1S26, to enq^uire into, report on and make 

recommendations in regard to matters affecting the welfare of 
that part of the Province of Alherta generally known as the 
Tilley East Area, hegs to report and recommend as follows:- 

HEA3IKGS AND COHFSRSh’CSS . 

The Commission held public hearings at the 
following places 


Calgary 

Thursday, February 25, 1526, with the 
representatives of the llortgage Interests. 

CaIgary 

Friday morning, February 25, 1926, with the 

representatives of the hanks. 

Calgary 

Friday afternoon, February 25, 1926, with 
the representatives of the Implement com¬ 
panies and lumber companies. 

' Aldersou 

Suffield 

^Tednesday, March 10, 1926. 

Thursday, March 11, 1926. 

Hedcliff 

Friday, March 12, 1526. 

kmpr ess 

Monday, March 22, 1526. 

B i nd1 0 8 8 

Tuesday, March 23, 1926. 

Cavendish 

ilednesday afternoon, M.arch 24, 1926. 

Buffalo 

Wednesday evening, March 24, 1526. 

B i nd1 0 s s 

for the farmers from Social Plains, 'fednesday 
evening, March 24, 1926. 

J e n n e r 

Thursday, March 25, 1526. 

A 11 e e 

Fridtty, M.arch 25 , 19 26. 


The Commission was also supplied with considerable 
information hy departments of the Dominion and Provincial Gov¬ 
ern.", er. ts and by officials of i.uniclpal Districts and School 
districts within the territory known as the Tilley ^ast area. 

Statistical Information. 

The Commission was informed that I tie amount of 
land within the Tilley East area is 1,£66,805.23 ncre-s, and 
that as at January 1, 1626, the disposition of said lands was:- 


o 
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Alienated lands. 67 5,470.83 acres 

Agreement of Sale. 76,571.20 " 

Vacant School Lands. 66,725.70 

Stock watering Heserves. 3,400.50 ” 

Antelope and Park Reserves. 55,122.90 " 

Patented, Soldier Settlement Board. 1,27 7.00 " 

Agreement of Sale, Soldier Settlement 

Board. 5,816.00 

School lands under temporary grazing 

permit. 6,184,80 " 

C r a 2 1 ng leases.... 334,636.20 " 

Vacant Dominion Lands. 233,213.10 " 

Canada Land & Irrigation Company. 108,407.00 " 


1,566,805.23 


The information submitted to the Commission shows 
that a considerable percentage of the lands alienated from the 
Crown, in the right of the Dominion of Canada, is passing to 
the Crown in the right of the Province of Alberta, through the 
failure of the owners thereof to pay taxes levied against 
their lands and that the claims registered against such lands 
are far in excess of their value. 

The municipal organizations within the Tilley East 
Area consist of the Town of Hedcliff, the Villages of Suffleld, 
Alderson, Jenner and £,111 press, the hrniclpal Districts of Sunny 
South No. 123, King ho. 153 and Bfittanla No. 183, Jenner Con- 
'••oli dated School District No. 24 and Redcliff (Town) school 
-.^stricVNo. 2283, Suffleld ivillage) School District No. 2 7 57, 
Aldcrsdn (Village) Scliool District No. 2114, Empress (Village) 
Scliool District No. 3145 and fifty-one (51) rural school 
districts. 


Local Improvement Districts Kos. 122, 152, 182, 

and 211, also form part of this area. 

The Commission made no enquiry into the affairs 
of the Town of Hedcliff and the Bedcliff Schr.l District NO. 
2283 as these local authorities, although within the area, 
are in an industrial community and while thfy are carrying a 
I’.eavy indebtedness and are in default, the’ have been dealt 
with in another way and the liabilities oucstanding against 
t!iem do not require consideration at the present time. 


The Village of Empress and the Eapress School 
District No. 3145 also coma into a different class as Empress 
is a divisional point on the Swift Current-Das 3 ano Branch of 
the C.?.?. . and has other interests in addition to those of 
farming. 


The financial statements of the 
other than Hedcliff, show as at December 31st, 
following;- 


local a u t)-, o r 1 t I e s 
1S 2 5, the 
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The financial statements of the local autlioric lea and 
the dsbts payable to the Crov/n, as reported, can be sumraarized 
as follows:- 


V t 11 a 9 s . 


Bank, liability.C 647.45 

Sup 0 1 enentary Hcvonue liability.... 327.26 
Sundry Accounts Payable. 2067.65 

$3042.36 


Uncollected S uppl erne .n t a r y Hcvonue 


Taxes. 13S7.03 

Uncollected Village Taxes.45559.00 


$46956.03 


o 


Ke t cash on hand... $966.28 

This record may be considered a good one, and your 
Cor.nlssion is of the opinion that no recomraendation is necessary 
in regard to the affairs of tiie four villages within the area, 
as they have very few 1 i a.b i 11 t 1 o s end should be able to provide 
for any ordinary i e o.u i r e r.; e n t s out o'" the annual revenues available 
for that purpose. 


0_t t'. e r A u t h o r_i t i c a . 

tiuniclpal Districts. 

lank Liability. 1378 . 17 

Health Department. 9 6 6 8 . 90 

Department of A g r i c ; 1 t u r e . . i. 2 5 5.0 7 

Sundry Accounts.. . 1454.27 

Supplementary P o v r. ti e Tax e s .',91.70 
S c 0 0 1 and 2 d u c .a t c n a 1 

Taxes... 309.05 

'.91 Id Lands Taxes.116 4.30 


'6 n c 0 11 e c t e d 5 u p p 1 e r . c n t a r y 

Revenue taxes. 62733.63 

Uncollected 'fild L-. nds Taxes. 1 92 36.8 3 

U n c 0 11 a c t e d d e s t r \; r. 11 o n of 

pest taxes. .'.646.06 

Uncollected S d uc a t i o n 1 Taxes ,'69 6 57.17 

Uncollected )! a i i I n r u r a :: c e t ,a x e s 1 9 3 6 . 7 2 

Uncollected School Taxes. Ili955.54 

Uncollected iii; n i c 1 p. -a 1 Ta x •,.■ s. 1 0 '3 6 2 . 6 6 

'0 n p a i d Seed Grain Liens. 

V .n p a 1 d .-! c i i e f Liens . 


? 1 


6 


1 1 i 3 1 . 9 1 


:: 8 


u 


1 6 5 6 1 


4 7 3 7 .. 5 . 6 7 
































o 



Ceod Or/I In Liens owl nr by I'r. mere to Kun 1 c ip e 1 i t i e s . . . 3 4 3 0 7 9 , 7 0 
Hoi i el Uens ov/lnt; by' farniers to i:un i c i p a 1 i 11 e 8.1119574.15 


1^4 7 31 . 53 . 91 


5c!'. col Districts. 


Dooc-nture liability o u t s ta nd i ng . . . . 325S5.56 


Sun'.ry accounts p.ayable . 11130.97 

Due to Cepa rtr.ent of Education. 790G1.5Q 

Uncollected taxes. 


tl22B0B.ll 


264,364.92 
..;264,3S4.92 


Itr. provenent Districts. 


Uncollected Irr. prove cient taxes.134929.46 

Uncollected 5'.ip;)lor. entary Rov. taxes. 69786.67 

Un collected .1'’. ucational tr. r. os. 71577.20 

Uncollected Wild Land Taxes. 59517.57 


335811.90 


) 0 .c; i n i t n G o v c r n c n t C 1 a i .r. s.V ^ 9 > ^ 7 5.0 0 

'rovincial Cover n rr. er. t Clairr, s., 106,19 4.25 
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The total e.cron.'e r a i n 3 t wlilch this liability is 
c h a r e a b 1 e consists of the a 1 i e n .a t e d lands, (. l' r e o c e n t 3 of sale, 
Goldler .C 0 t 11 e .r. c n t Bo-ard and G5;nade Land, and Irrigation Co. lai-.ds, 
ar. cuntinr to 8 67,542 acres, so the averaco indebtedness for wii!'. t 
n 3. y be c 1 /. s s i f 1 e d e s public accounts only, s. m o - n t s to a p p r o x 1 r. a t 1 y 
.. 2 . U ■ ■ r .’.re. 

0 t '.i e r I .n d e b t e d n 0 s s . 

7 ri 0 t h e r 1 m p o r t n t f (. c t o r to be considered is t!. c- e x t e t 
to v.hich te (illerif.ted I.ar.ds have been e nc urr.b ee d .vlth morteareu '.nd 
0 t' 1 ' ■ r c i r f ■ i’ 3 . C c n 3 1 d e r a b 1 Q 1 n f c i' r. .a t i o n r. a s been secured from 
creditors .and from the records of the Land Titles Office, but the 
G r■ 1 3 r i c n i.r.s 'lot a t t 'r.p t ed to iirrlve at t!. e actr.al liability ci.-'-ry, 
a ." a I r. ,a 1 t 1, e 1 a ri -! s for the r <■s o n t ii n t the creditor . n t e r ■ e t s a ;• o 

scattered f..nd so many o r t p si (_'" s are in procese of f e r e c 1 o !.■ nr e , or of 
5; ^ u e t - e n t t :i at it 'x o u 1 d t.e v r y difficult to a r i- i v <: ;i t .a ; f i ; t e 

cun. 
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'I'he Cor^nlasion liua, t>ierefore, satisfied itself with 
securinc stato-ents frora the larger creditor interesta and on 
comparing these with the information secured from the Land 
Office, it nay be stated that the liability charged against the 
alienated lands, by way of mortgages, caveats, mechanics liens, 
V writs of execution amounts to not less tlian ...2,750,000,00. The 

statements supplied by the creditor interests show that alarge 
percentage of the liabilities has increased from the amount 
originally registered against the land, the reason for this 
being the accrual of interest, together »/ith taxes and other 
charges paid by the creditor and charged against the debtor. 


The creditor interests consist mainly of mortgage 
companies, although a considerahle amount is carried by private 
parties, this being particularly true of second mortgages, banhs, 
implement companies and lumber companies. 

The total amount of alienated lands against which this 
liability is ch.argeable is 682,564 acres, and this means, there¬ 
fore, that the average liability charged against these lands, 
apart iron the puolic liability already referred to, amounts to 
approximately >4.00 per acre or •; 640.00 per quarter section. 

This average is on all the alienated lands and if it was shown 
against the encumbered lands only, it would be considerably 
higher. 


o 


This represents a liability greatly In excess of the 
value of the lands and it is more than the land can earn. These 
figures s ho II the need for an adjustment of th ’e liabilities, 
particularly when they represent only the chaites registered 
against the land and do not take Into consideration the other 
accrued liabilities v.-l'.ich are registered only against the ciiattels 
or are unsecured in a.ny way. 


Land Subject to Caveat. 

A large amount of the land alienated from the Crown 
is reverting to the taxing authorities under the provisions 
of the Ta:-'. .Recovery .tct and, while the actual acreage '.las not 
been secured, tiie following figures supplied by the taxing 
authorities s/icw t!ic number of quarter section.’ 'gainst which 
caveats were r t- r 1 s t i.- r e d as at the end of 1625. 


i; u n 1 c 1 p a 1 
i; 0 . 12 3 
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liunicipnl District of King 
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r.aterial effect upon the 


tfikin,- fir.tl proceedings under the 
will not be prepared to 
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General Inforirocion. 


prior 
il ug 
Tax I; 0 c 0 V 0 r y 
take title 


Owin.- to th.e f-.ct that the Commission is of tho 
opinion that all cases be dealt with Individually and 

e a. c h case settled upon its o v/ n r: i. r i t s , no attempt has been 
made to arrive at a reneral understanding v/l th the settlers 
remaining in thin area, nor with the interested credlto.u, 
nor has the question been dlscursod with any absentee owners 
who have clear title to their property. 

A considerable amount of information lias been given 
as to t!;e asslstanco v/hlch cs.n bo secured by dobtorr- ui^ider^ i-ho 
provlsiions of t5;o Debt Adjustment Act and tho Bankruptcy /.ct, 
and several settlors h-.ve taken .advantage of the opportunity to 
bring about an .adjustment of their affairs. 


'.‘.'lien the C osam 1 s s i o n was first appointed, the i .m pr o s s i o n 
prevailed in many quarters t;iat the proposal -.vas to take up each 
settler’s s a s e , decide !,at i s equity was worth and arrange to 


pay him c o r.pe n s.-. t i o n for the losses lie liad sustained during the 
p-it ‘■'■■i' years, while on I r. o oth"r h.'. nd, seme of the creditor 
interests we^.e under tho impression that the only proposal which 
could be c 0 ns i d e r .I'd v.-a s that of ■.ailing over tiielr interests and 
allowing the g c v a r ii i n r u t h o r 1 : 1 o 3 to assume the loss. It -was 
to overcome this t !m. s th mcetlius nlre'.dy referred to 'Waro held. 
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Classlficiitlon of Aror. . 


o 


The lands within 
Ified Into districts. 

the 

a 3 

Tilley East 
folioY/3 : - 

urea 

may be 

1. 

South VfeBtern Sectibn 

- comprising 

the 

lands tributary 

t 0 

Alderson, Suffield 

and 

Redcliff. 2 

!o ' t 

of tlie settlers 


have removed from tills section, nlthourh more land has teen 
alienated from the Crown than in any other section. The 
aliens, ted land includes the holding's of the Canada Land 
and Irrication Company which la, however, subject to a 
ncrtcepo to the Dominion Government. 

There are 23 school districts In this section, of 
which seven (Chub, "owr:.an, heff. Sweet Silar, Daisy Deli, 
Rnlny Valley and .loyal) are closed for the reason that no 
children are left. There are four districts operating 
schools for the full year (Redcliff, Bowe 11, Guffield 
and Alderson) and six districts are sending children to 
these schools, paying tuition fees of 'iO ^ p^'r pupil per 
day. These are - Harvest Vale, sending five children 
to .ledcllff and 1 to Bowell; i-ortilo .'='lat, 1 to lodcliff; 
Breecelawn, 3 to Bowell; Lake Valley, 1 to Bowell; 
L'elgol.and, 1 to Suffield and 1 to liediclne Kat; 1. os sy 
Bank, 6 to Alderson. 

Box Cprlnrs a.nd Terro .■I'ova are operating jointly 
for part of the y-.-ar, hr. vlng 10 children. 

Pcarsonvlllc, Pipe Line and Klrko J.'cKlnnon are 
operating Jointly for part of the year, liv i n g 9 , 2 

and 1 children res p':-? lively. 

East Springs is o p e r a t i nfor a short p c; r i o d in 
each year a? funds permit, having 11 ciiildren. 

2 _The Empress - Bind loss Section - c o in p 1:: i n g the lands 

In .har.res 1 and 2. A considerable amount of land has 
been alienated and thin Section is p r a c t i c 11 y isolated 
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operating 

the f 

ul 1 

year 

w i t h 

19 children. 



T ii 0 r e 

is a 

fur 

t h 0 r 

e d u c a 

t i 0 n a 1 

problem 

it, this 


section in 

what 

i B 

known 

as " 

Little 

Sweden", 

, a demand 


l)ein(T r.-^ade for school ti cc o.r.m o d a 11 on although there 
does not appear to he sufficient children to warrant 
sane . 

4. The Atlee Section - comprising about l-j townships 
in r:ance 3 7 and 6 . 

Thei-e are two school districts in this section, 

Atlee and Valley Springs: the for:ser operating for 
part of the year v;i th 12 children, the latter being 
closed and sending 6 ciilldren to Atlea. 

5. The Jonner-Iddeslelgh Section - c_o_nprising the lands 

situate in the liorthern half of tho area in Hanges 3, 9 

and 10. 

There are 11 school districts in this section, in¬ 
cluding tt.e consolidated school at Jenner. 

The Tide Creek, A;illard, Peerless, Fertile Hills, 

Flat Top Eutte, !!lt;h Valley and Stalworthy districts 
(seven in all) are not in operation and with the ex¬ 
ception of Tide Creek, there are no children in those 
districts, i'our children at Tide Crook go to the OsboiJie 
school. 

o 

Tho Iddesleirk and Rainy Hill schools are operating 
together at Iddcslcich, with school in operation for th.c 
full year, ci-ch d, iairict having eight children. 

Osborne school is in opierat. ion for the full year 
with 17 ciiildr.n. 

Jenner C o n a o 1 1 1 ! a t o d school is in opera, t ion the full 
year with 30 children. 

6 , The Blue C r a s s - 3 i n r v 1 11 e Section - comprising the 1 .a nd s 
in ha. nges 7, B, 5 nd 10, situate about h.alf way between 
t h0 t '.v V linos of railway. 

Th‘-re are nine school districts 
'! i s t ;■ i c I s (Col d 0 .n o s t , hew !i o 1 1 a n d , 
r not in operation, ihere being no 
; i 0 t r 1 c t 0 . 

T )i e Eing-vlile, Tray L>;r,e and Lotus districts combiiio 
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to the Stokatciiewtn and ned Uoer stivers. 

At ttie tine the noo tinge wisre held cost of t)ia 
settlers were fairly optimistic as to the prospects for 1926., 
as they claimed that they had never gone into the spring's 
work in any year since the area was settled when there v/s-s so 
much moisture in the ground, hut their expectations were not 
realiied and the fall saw a,mother disastrous crop year, very 
few farmers in this area having harvested a crop whichvx)ould 
net them fair returns for their operations. As already stated, 
this has had the effect of causing others to move out and it 
is prohahle that the figures of school population and schools 
in operation could now be modified to a considerable extent. 

? lie re is a distinct difference of opinion in 
the various sections, although all sections are unanimous in 
wanting outsiders kept out of the area and that the present 
settlers should he given the first opportunity to use the 
vacant lands. 

r.oslients of some districts, particularly those 
of Alderson, Suffield, Bingvllle, Social Plains, Little Sweden 
and Atlee favoured the conminlty gracing plan while the other 
districts favoured the individual ownership plan. 

Lost of the ranchers were of the opinion that the only 
solution w^s that of removing all the settlers and allowing the 
country to go hack to the old stylo r ■.! ;-.ch i r.g. 

ThiO residents of the Alderson and Sufiield districts 
are partial to sheep hut in tiie rest of the area cattle are 
f a V cured. 


In the .'Lopress district there was a desire to leave 
well enough alone, there being the 1r c s s i c n that liiO land is 

better than in the rest of t h. c i. r l end ti.at the farr'.ors c.n 

work out tlieir ow p r o h 1 :r. s . It wan a m 1 t t o d , );owever, that 

not less t hi a n n i n ( ' y per cent of t) . o 1 f, n d in this d 1 a t r i c t v; a s 

now unoccupied and that o 3 t a h i s hal teen ahanicned. 

The foil Survey r p r r t r 1 or. t h. is section f. s h c- i ng 

exceptionally good soil of .. silt 1 c /.m .and 11.!. t the f are r s 

sc'em to be tetter ea tab 11 shed .and more prosperous ■.'ran in the 
other parts of the Tilley hast area, T;.ese l/.nis lie East of 
the i'ilitary Ii.T.ount Hosor'/e and can r r •. d 1 1 y to : g r e gt (:'! from 
the renal.ndor of the area. 

View.'! 0 f_ C 0 t t . • r s 

The views of the u e t t 1 ■■ r ? c. n te r ■■'. up as 

follows : - 

T a xa 11 0 n A s s e (i s m onto h. h v e t e c n t •. sod on f 1 c : i t I : ’.i s v ■. 1 . ■ s 

,a n~d a”r re’s r 3 of t-.xos .sh.ould ta cancelled or r-'-luc-d to ouch 
an extent tiu. t the t.'.lance pa vf. tie will te within th( r ■ a h 

of all. 

Cor.nunlty CrF-i'iFig. In some ;■ .a r t s , t • r e is t;.'- !' e’. I .a. t .at 
it is only by c : .f.-.u n 1 ly grf.cing t i: a t the 1 a a : s can to i-.aic 
productive. 

Limitation of f t o c V;j_ Tiiat e. llir.it te placed on the n u-tor 

of stock each r e .s 1 1 n t oliall run, to ‘jafeg.ard the , . s t u r e 
and that r e s 1 d e .a t s only te f- 1 1 : w o d t . r .. n stock. 
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C 0 !.-.; u 1 0 r y IV-ii c 1 n^: ^ In some cialrlcts tho cpinion prevulled 
Lhnl ov.-r^' r 0 n i (1 p II t, muat i'cr.cu til land Tor liia puraonal use. 

A d d I t 1 Ojiji 1 land for r e a 1 d u n 1 3 . ’.V;; ore r e a 1 d o n t s )i a v e 1 r; a a than 

a 3cr;tioa of land, that adjolnlr,£; land bo scoured for them to 
Insure thois having at leant one section for tho purpose of 
cultivation, pasture for work horses, etc. 

1.1 rs i ta t Ijjn of areas. That specially defined areas bo sot tiside 
for sumnor fra. zing. 

'a t e r i ng Places. Tliat open spaces be provided to tho rivers 
so that ti, e residents will have a chance to fct their stock 
to water, such open spaces being not less than one-half r. ile 
In width. 

That w!icn tl.ero is no surface xr.ater available, the v.-ater 
frora spring fresh, ets be conserved in d.air. s, or artesian v.ells 
bo secured. 

Q n k . T a at roadwork, with the exception of o p a i r s 
main hirhv/ays, be discontinued and that the money prcvlo 
lor this purpese be diverted to the construction of das. s 
■slan wells. 

T e IS 0 n 8 t rat i_o_r. _I^l_o t 9_^ Tl. at dec. or. st ration plots by farmers be 
encouraged, such plots to be und. er the supervision of tho 
District -A j r 1 c 1 t u r 1 s t , 

(2) Til at further o i p e r 1 .met s be carried on with corn and 

c ,y e 0 t clover. 

T hat f.n effort by ru a d e to secure -grasses t ii a t will vr 1 t h - 
rtarid the dry cll.mate and brin;- br-i; the root fibre into tl.e 
soil. 


to the 
.13 ly used 
or a r t e- 


That further c-a p c r 1 :r. i t .s be ccndv.ctf'd towards fln.llng 
0 t ii 0 r c 1 a s ;■ ■_ s of f o d d e r s u I L 1 1 c> r t e .a r f a , 
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Jc r.r. 
S u f: 
:-0(U 
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the residents, as well as those charf^ed against settlers who 
have moved to new locations, he compromised, and that the rate 
of Interest be reduced. 

Prio rity to vacant lands. That present residents be given 
priority to vacant rfrrTdTT 

Roa d a 1 lowances. That arrangements be made for closing road 
allowances, so that residents could hold their lands in one 
parcel o-nd that only the roads required to serve tlie different 
communities be opened up. 

The Reclamation Branch of the Department of the 
Interior submitted a report dealing with the lands in this area, 
which was placed at the disposal of the Commission. The report 
claims that out of n total of 2386 resident farmers v/ho once 
occupied lands in the district only approximately 545 remained 
nt the end of 1524, and it is probable that this number has now 
been reduced to well under 500, those remaining ranching on a 
small scale and utilizing as range the vacated farms of their 
neighbours and, while the lands are more suitable for ranching 
than for farming, due to successive dry years, overstocking of 
the range and cultivation of lands, much of the area cannot be 
considered at the p.'esont time as being desirable even for pasture. 

Possibilities of Irrigation. Information supplied as to the 
elioct that t'ne topographical features of this area are such as 
to preclude the possibility of reaching any large propi-'rtirn of 
the land by canals from any source whatsoever and that generally 
the lands are- of such a. nature as to be unsuitable for the 
economical construction of any irrl^aiion system. It seems to 
bo fairly •.veil ectabllshod that the reclamation by irrigation of 
any c on 3 i d ■: r a b 1 0 propcrtlon of t.'.o area is not economically, 
fe.'.sibie .and tliat this area i-.ust be classified as being non- 
1 r r 1 g f. b i e . 

. n 1 n f a 1 1 . 

The lands in this area have a low aver are r.‘-. Infall 
and the rolling or liilly nat.ire of much of the land na-ie-s it 
unsuitable for c'.i 11 i v t 1 o n and lends 11 s e 11' to the propos.al for 
a c 0 b i n a t i 0 n o !' f ?. r m and ranch. 


.rainfall records have 
period of 41 years, at S u f f1eid 
5 yetirs, according to t)io Infer 
and th.ese records show Itiat the 
crop .rowing so.ason has not beer 
averrw~e i. ru-unt of rr^oisture r e ry..! 
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The fl{".'. res supplied, which end at December 31, 1.23, 

“Irow the followir. g:- 
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ihe c.jij'.'aro Yearly precipitation durlnr tiie same 
t>c r i 0 d h a a b e e n ; - 


eennor.13,65 

Suffield. 9.90 

I'ediolne Hat.12.76 


Iv is probable that the firures for the past two 
years, if added to the general averafe, v/ould have tiie effi.'ct 
of further reduclnt: the fit-uree above civen. 


0 


s u 1 ' v. ^ R y. 

To sum up the ceneral Infornation which has been 
secured, it r.ay be said that the following outlines ronoraliy 
the s u p r e 3 t i 0 n 3 i:. a d e to 15i e 0 o r.i s s i o n : - 

(1) That it is necessary to brinf the lend, us far 
as possible, to slnrle ownership, that is, that the 
1 a nc c now a 11 r- na t e d r,u g t revert to the Crown either 

by tax recovery pr o c oe d i nc 3 , e xcha nc or expropriation, 
before it will be possible to work out any generally 
s a 11 3 f a c t 0 r y 3 c h e r. e . 

(2) T'nat no lands now belonf:lnr to the Crown be 
alienated and. that steps be t .akcn to cancel ?.ny 

01.11 s t- fi n d i n f’ * . r o o r.-. c* r. I s i r; ft r r r 3 ♦ 

( 3 ) Th.at provision be made for the retirement of 
C I' 0 w n liens now r r i s t e r e d a / • .a 1 n s l I!. e la n d . 

Id) T;..at v.-hilo stock r.aislnr is t).e c s ;; e .n t i a 1 
industry, it cun only be c.arrled on if the 1:.!s 
a re 1 .• used at a v try low r e n t n 1 . 


( 5 ) T h. a t Ian 
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16) That it i 

i: necessary so provide for subsla.a 

t i s 1 

r e d u c t 1 0 n s 1 .n 

lie ■* 

i—bllltlC3 Ol t- 

h t* r t. re :• 3 . 


17) Tiiat li.e 
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ity of t).e farm 
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fi. I' ca u r e i:, o 5 1 
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able settlers. 

and s'.ould be 

■ i V 0 n 

first c 0 n L' i d e r 

i i 0 r. 
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18) T.a.at any 

0 r ih 

1 ; p r e r: n t s a t t 1 

•• r .3 d a s J. ;■ 1 I,,. t 

w' j:, c V e 

to now 1 0 c a i c. 

r :: b e 

a 3 s 1 S l a i 1 !. 

f r 0 n r r e 1, ! 1 t a 

n J in 

the event of t 

h 0 i; e 
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;i s 1 b 1 a 

lor .such 8 0 t t 1 

'r r to 

receive a d v a n c 

0 3 , p r 0 j) t r 1 y 3 
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. r 0 iTi t i :o e to i I "■ o , not e n c o e d 1 n y in any one case the 
sum of One t u o o. s u n d c o 1 1 s. r s , t c ■. r,b 1 e s c a settler to 
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C'Ut to fit the needs of the settlers. 

(10) That consorv.ux ion of the surfnce weter thro'oJiout 
the r e a 1 o essential. 

(11) lhat steps be taken to Institute discovery 
examinations for underground water or artesian v/olls 
in lhat portion of t'le arec vhich Is now destitute 
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water can be stored most economically. 

The measuring of the capacity of all springs 
and examining the possibilities of improving 
them by conserving t'ne -/ater supply. 

(d) The examination of wells througliout those 

townships in which tc water supply is inadeeguate 
so fts to endeavour to determine the capacity of 
same if equipped with windmills and tanks. 
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v.-aicl. !;ave beer, male from time to time during Dae t^ast 'tar, 
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reported upon at I )i 1 a time. 
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of 3 a I rt lands, such r e [;u 1 a t, i o n s to becooc effective 
upon approval by 0rder-in-Counc i 1 . 


lb] To define lease arena, fix terns for 
rentals payable thereon, having in view 
u-hlch such lands might be utilized, and 
that such rental be nn inclusive one to 
and charges v.diich r.ay be levied against 
addition to the return to t ti c d r o v; n for 
said lands. 


leases and 
the use for 
to provide 
cover all taxes 
s u c h lands, in 
the r 0 n t a 1 of 


(c) To adjust and vary the leases already granted, 
whenever possible, bo ns to provide for t.ho distribu¬ 
tion of the water supply to the best advantage. 

Id) To decide upon the amount of t!ie debenture lia¬ 
bility, if any, now outstanding, which shfill be carried 
as a specific charge against any school district and to 
nogotia"'. e with the dobentr. re holders so as to arrive at 
an adjust:: ent of all the debenture liability now payable 
by tl'.e rurf. 1 a. nd vlll.-gc s c h o o 1 districts. 

( e ) to arrange for the removal of settlors to new 
locations within t!;e area. 
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: h I -1 1; \i i h 0 ;• I i y b c f j v e n 


I r J if,: 
:■ c l i 01 


■ '■ n ‘v ‘1 r y !i c i. 1 9 n 1 i' 
1 1 n (i 3 w 1 t )i i n t >1 e 


to t!io proper official: 
I'.eccaaary, whereby the 
area can h e e x c ti a n ■ 


by 

li cant 

-.,'e'i , on a 

\aluation b.a.'jis, for other Crown lands outside t:io 
area, so that all lands within the area will be con- 
solid'tod into one block and bo subject to one control 
only. 


Tljat fl.-ot consideration in the allotr.ent of lands bo 
riven to the present residents of the area wlio desire 
to re r ,a i n . 


K. That every possible assistance be fiven to the residents 
in adjusting t); eir existing' liabilities, and that it be 
a condition of e n t e r i n r into an a f r e e in e n t to secure 
further lands in the area, that the old liabilities have 
Doen adjusted. 

b. Th,a t proccodinp-s be taken apeinst nil I'-.nds In arrears 
t-i:-:e.'", whether occupied or abandoned, so as to secure 
title t-.ere to in the nano of the Crown, and that the 
Board be consulted In f i x i n f the I e r .-r. s of the r e e rr. p t i 
and the upset price for said lands. 

19 . .hat a r r a n Q .-n e n t 3 bo made in cases whore prccoedinps a . t 
taken by tax In,: authorities, under the Tax Hecovery Act, 
whereby the passinp of title to any parcel of land’ to t n c- 
taxing- authority will l.ave t ii e effect of disposinc of all 
licna. Dominion and ? ;• o-v i nc i a 1 , wtilch may be r e r i 3 t e r c d 
a pa Inst such ;iarcel of land, 30 that the taxing authority 
will secure clear title thereto. 
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17. T)i!-.t, the neceaoary fi r r an ;■ er:. e n t s be nadc; for c o n .a o r v a t 1 o n 

or '.V a 1 0 r and a u p p 1 y i n t; a t e r w li e r i; e v e r p o s b i b 1 e , under 
t)ie BUperviaion of tlio Reclamation Branch of the bepartnent 
of the Interior. 

IB. Tha.t authority be ci'^en for the continuation of any expori- 
nontal work now under way and for the extension of sa.xe, 
so as to discover the fodders, t;ra33C3, , etc. best 

adapted to tlie area. 

IS. That all applications for leases be recciYod by the present 
officials of the Doir.lnion Land Department, but that such 
applications be referred to the Board to be passed upon 
before any allotment is made. 

20. That the officials of the Boninion Land Department as far 
as expedient, bo responsible for the administration of 
all leased lands, subject to the supervision of the Board, 
including the collection of tlie inclusive charges levied 
afalnst tl',e same, such chr.r^'es to be collected in advance. 

21. That any applications for leases now pending with the 
Dominion Land Department be passed upon by the Board, and 
that touporary leases only bo granted pending tbiC consolid¬ 
ation of the parcels to be used for Io/lsb purposes. 

2 . That any 1 c a c e o granted and 5, n y -a g r e e m cuts e r. t ( r e d 1 .n t o wit h 
t li e r e 3 i a !.■ a. t 8 of tho aroa bo n o n-a s s i g.nab 1 e except with tiio 
approval and consent of t r. e Board, 

The r. sport on tho Southern Alberta Drought 7. r o a , dated 
T'Ceenber 17, 112 A , made by B. i'.ussell, Heclam.ation Bngineor 

a ri d . . " . S n e 1 s C’ n , f o n 1 o r Irrigation Specialist, _ o - r t m e n t e f 
the Inti r lor. Dominion .later Fcv.ir k Reclamation Service, is 
presented with this Report as the information contained t he rein 
and t ;i e exhibits attached thereto is of considerable value .v 'a e n 
dealing willi tliC- ipufotlcn of w-. ter supply, and th'S use of tho 
lands within tills area for ran ~h!m. g and other pur proses. 


1 p 2 6 . 


Dated at a d m o n ton, t h. ; s e i g ii t h day of December, 
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Cc'jnty o‘ VVhecticTid No. 16 51.6 5,0 S2 7 No vote opted 

County of .v.ounfain Viev/No. 17 40.7 8,65 6 7 No vote opted 
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